
 

Harris Park Herald 
Happy lifelong learners. Positive and passionate in every way. 

www.harr.westminsterpublicschools.org                  Phone: 303-428-1721                         Welcome, 2019-2020 
 

 

Dear Harris Park Families, 
 

Welcome to the 2019-2020 school year! We are committed to 
ensuring an outstanding education, and fostering a positive attitude 
for lifelong learning within each student. Our shared vision is to 
develop happy lifelong learners who are positive and passionate in 
every way. We strive for each of our students to believe in their 
genius as they positively contribute to their community.  
  

At Harris Park, we celebrate and emphasize  STAR★ character (Safety, 
Teamwork, Attitude, Respect, and ★Responsibility) and academic 
achievements. As a fourth year Leader in Me school, we develop 
leadership  through focus on The Leader in Me program designed to 
teach students Steven Covey’s 7 Habits of Highly Effective People. 
Students  maintain learning portfolios where academic improvement 
is tracked, goals are set, and they regularly reflect on progress.  
 

Please help me welcome our newest staff members: 
Caitlin Bott, Intermediate 
DeeDee Delamarter, Preschool 
Sara Freed, Intermediate 
Adam Giffen-Kent, Primary 
Hollie Mergenthal, Preschool Instructional Assistant 
Julio Salas, Intermediate 
James Shemwell, Music 
 
We value our partnership with Harris Park Families. You are your 
child’s first, and most important teacher. Your support and 
partnership are critical for maximizing your child’s success in school. 
Students are not asked to complete “homework” at Harris Park. We 
personalize students’ “goal work” for them to practice at home. 
Engaging in nightly goal work will help each student meet their 
learning goals so they can mark off learning targets, and ultimately 
level up. Nightly reading will be assigned according to student needs. 
Additionally (pun intended), look for math flashcards or math fact 
cards. Encouraging your child to complete their nightly goal work is 
appreciated. Friday Folders will be sent home, and in these you may 
find student work, notes from the teacher and school, academic and 
behavioral information, current goals, and suggestions for things you 
can do at home with your child. Please look through your child’s 
backpack every Friday afternoon, and remember to return these 
folders on Mondays. 

  
We will post and send home regular Harris Park newsletters. It is also 
a good idea to check the Harris Park website. You can find current 
information as well as links and resources. I look forward to working 
with each of you this year! 
 

With Love, 
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Back to School BBQ @WHS 10:00-12:30pm 
 
Back to School Night 4:30-5:30pm 
PASS information 4:30-5:30pm 
Family Welcome Back (hosted by Title) 4:30-5:30pm 
Girls on the Run Registration (girls 3rd through 5th) 
 
1st Day of School Gr 1-5 
 
Preschool and Kindergarten Open House 8:30-9:30am 
Preschool and Kindergarten Open House 5:30-6:30pm 
 
Kindergarten 1st Day of School 
 
Preschool 1st Day of School 
Spirit Days (Broncos) 
 
Picture Day 
 
Fundraiser Kickoff! 8:30am (PTA) 
Spirit Days (Broncos) 
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No School (Labor Day Holiday) 
 
PTA/BAAC meeting, 3:15-4:00pm 
 
Early Release, School ends at 1:45pm 
Attendance Spirit Day, Theme TBA 
PASS Program 8:30-10:00am 
PASS Program 6:00-7:30pm 
 
Fundraising orders due 
Denver Museum Field Trip, Whole School 
Spirit Days (Broncos) 
 
Girls on the Run begins 
 
PASS Program 8:30-10:00am 
PASS Program 6:00-7:30pm 
 
Student Led Parent Conf by appt & Book Fair 4:00-8:00pm 
 
PASS Program 8:30-10:00am 
PASS Program 6:00-7:30pm 
 
Student Led Parent Conf by appt & Book Fair 4:00-8:00pm 
 
No School (Teacher Work Day) 
 
No School (Teacher Work Day) 
 
PASS Program 8:30-10:00am 
PASS Program 6:00-7:30pm 

 

Westminster Public Schools, Where education is personal. 
 

http://www.harr.adams50.org/
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We celebrate STAR★ behaviors! 

Safety: Personal safety and safety for others. 
Teamwork: Leadership of self, in small groups, and with the class. 
Attitude: Positive scholastic and can-do-it attitudes. 
Respect: Of your space, classroom, school, yourself and others. 
★Responsibility: Personal, academic, and for the school. 

 

 

 
THE LEADER IN ME 
Harris Park as a Grant Awarded Leader in Me school! Each new school year brings opportunities for academic growth 
and growth in all areas of development. Although children must be knowledgeable when they graduate, they must 
also be healthy, engaged, responsible, and caring people. The Leader in Me provides our school with the vision and 
language to address all areas of development. As each child discovers and develops his or her unique gifts and talents, 
they are given opportunities to lead. As leaders, they become active, engaged partners in their own education and 
their self-confidence, responsibility, and initiative grows. Children at Harris Park quickly understand the benefits of 
different gifts and talents; they learn to listen to new ideas, work together to achieve results, and motivate one 
another to be their best. We enjoy sharing these leadership and growth opportunities. Together, we will watch each 
and every child grow throughout the year. 
  
For more information on The Leader in Me, visit www.TheLeaderinMe.org.  

 

 
WESTMINSTER PUBLIC SCHOOLS VISION 20/20 
Westminster Public Schools has set a BOLD five-part vision to achieve in 5 years. 
WPS Collective Vision: 

● VISION 1: Westminster Public Schools’ Identity articulates the Mission, Values and Vision that are shared by 
the District and the community, enabling it to demonstrate outstanding quality that transcends the 
boundaries of the classroom walls and is personified in our staff and students.  

● VISION 2: Westminster Public Schools is an educational leader whose priority is to seek high academic 
standards, support innovative instructional programs and practices, increase academic achievement, and 
develop our students’ learning skills.  

● VISION 3: Westminster Public Schools supports the personal, social, financial literacy, career exploration and 
development of our students in order to ensure each is professionally prepared.  

● VISION 4: Westminster Public Schools provides functional and safe infrastructure and facilities, which make a 
significant contribution to a positive student and workplace experience.  

● VISION 5: Westminster Public Schools is an employer of choice committed to fostering an environment of 
education innovation through a workplace that attracts, sustains, and inspires great people, working for a 
great purpose, while promoting diversity, equity, civility, and respect.  

 
ADVANCED 
AdvancED is the world leader in providing improvement and accreditation services to education providers of all types 
in their pursuit of excellence in serving students. AdvancED serves as a trusted partner to more than 32,000 public and 
private schools and school systems - enrolling more than 20 million students - across the United States and 70 
countries. AdvancED has accredited Westminster Public Schools and was impressed with the high degree of 
dedication and commitment among all stakeholders. 
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COMPETENCY BASED SYSTEM - CBS 
The Westminster Public Schools approach to learning is referred to as CBS (Competency Based System) where the 
entire educational system is organized around engaging students in 21st century skills, working at their developmental 
levels and advancing only when they have demonstrated proficiency or mastery. Our approach to learning is based on 
four core beliefs: Learning is the constant – Time is the variable – Personalized Delivery – Systemic and Systematic. 
 
Learning is the Constant 

● Learners are placed at their appropriate developmental instructional level (Performance Level) in each of the 
content areas based on demonstrated performance. 

● Curriculum is “guaranteed and viable” where the Learning Targets (standards) and supporting materials are 
made explicit and available to teachers, students and parents. 

● Evidence toward proficiency for all Learning Targets is measured and recorded over time where the learner 
must score proficient or better prior to beginning the next Performance Level. 

● Learning progress is scored and reported on a proficiency scale from 0.0 through 4.0. There are no traditional 
letter grades. 

 
Time is the Variable 

● Learners advance (progression) to the next Performance Level in a content area once proficiency or better has 
been achieved and validated.  There are no traditional grade levels. 

● Progression can occur at any point during the course of the year for any content area. 
● At the beginning of the traditional school year, learners resume their learning at the point where they left off 

the previous year (continuous flow). There is no social promotion. 
● Learners are typically in different Performance Levels for different content areas. 
● Multiage classrooms are the norm not the exception. 

 
Personalized Delivery 

● Learners progress purposefully at their own pace with teacher guidance based on demonstrating proficiency 
or better on the Learning Targets. 

● Learning is personalized through goal setting, choice and voice with appropriate instruction. 
● Multiple opportunities over time are provided to demonstrate and verify competency of Learning Targets 

(standards). 
● Support and scaffolding for any struggling learner is provided through the Blended Services Model to meet the 

area of need. There is no retention. 
 
Systemic and Systematic in Nature 

● Creation of a shared vision across all levels and departments. 
● Common classroom practices, expectations, and instructional language across all schools for educators and 

learners. 
● Universal structures, support systems, and standard operating procedures across the district. 
● Collective CBS reform support through resolutions, policy changes, budget reallocations, and changes to the 

daily schedule and school calendar by the Board of Education and Westminster Education Association. 
 
Level Changes 

● All students should know their level at all times and be able to explain what they are currently working on as 
well as the success criterion for those learning targets. 

● Students may progress to their next level at any time. 
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BIRTHDAYS 
We believe birthdays are important opportunities for us to help each of our students at Harris Park feel special. We 
have planned several ways to enhance our school-based celebration of each student’s birthday, including those with 
birthdays that fall during holidays, weekends, or summers. We ask that parents not provide treats or other items 
during the school day. We will not have any classroom based birthday parties. As a school, we will recognize and 
celebrate each student’s birthday in the morning and throughout their special day. Our priority is to ensure student 
safety, that all of our students are celebrated equitably, and to preserve instructional time.  If you have cultural or 
religious concerns regarding birthday celebrations, please contact me directly. 

 
VOLUNTEERS and VISITORS: 
All visitors should enter Harris Park through the main office entrance where they will be greeted by our office staff, 
check in, have their identification verified, and receive a visitor’s badge good for a specified amount of time for that 
day only. The visitor’s badge lets our staff members know that you are cleared to be in the school. We will not admit 
visitors who do not have a pre-arranged purpose for being at Harris Park, have not completed volunteer paperwork, 
or who are not listed as an emergency contact. We ask that you check in after 8:15am if you are volunteering. This 
allows students to eat their breakfast and transition into their academic day. Please know these procedures and 
policies are to create the safest and most secure environment for our students, staff, and volunteers. 

 
Girls On the Run 
Girls in Girls on the Run stretch themselves physically, mentally, socially, and emotionally.  GOTR is an innovative 
program that combines training for a 3.1 mile run/walk race with a fun, health education lesson plan.  
Practices are every Tuesday and Thursday from 3:00-4:30 between the weeks of September through their race in 
November. Girls must be in age grades 3rd through 5th to participate. 
REGISTRATION OPENS AUGUST!  
Fee: $20 (includes 20 practices, 5k entry and a t-shirt!) 
1. Go to www.girlsontherunrockies.org, Click the “Register Now” button, Choose Denver, Find and select Harris Park 
Elementary in the drop down menu, After completing the form, hit “submit”.  

 
PTA News: 
PTA would love to have you join us this year!  PTA meets 
the first Tuesday of the month at 3:15pm in the library. 
PTA is a great opportunity to be involved with your 
student at Harris Park and to be able to openly share 
ideas. PTA is involved with many activities during the 
school year such as Panda Express nights, Fun Services 
fundraising, collecting Box Tops, field trips, field day, 
holiday gift shop, holiday books for each student, staff 
appreciation, student memory books, and many more.  
 
Upcoming events:  
Thursday, August 29:  Fun Services Fundraiser Kickoff 
Tuesday, September 3: BAAC/PTA meeting, 3:15-4:00pm  
Monday, September 9:  Fundraiser orders are due 

 
Scholars Unlimited 
Scholars Unlimited is excited to provide after school 
programming at Harris Park Elementary. Scholars 
Unlimited will be providing engaging literacy tutoring as 
well as recreation and enrichment programs for students 
in Kindergarten through 5th grade from 3:00-5:30 PM, 
Monday through Friday from September 9th through May 
9th. This program will take place on all days where 
children have regular school. This is a free program, there 
is no cost to the families. There are only 50 available 
spots in this great program. Teachers will be nominating 
children for this program, and you will receive 
information about the program if your child (or children) 
are selected. If you are interested in having your child 
considered, please let Ms. Richey know.  
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ATTENDANCE POLICY 
Harris Park’s attendance policy will follow the guidelines of the Westminster Public School District and state law. To 
receive the maximum benefits of a sound educational program, students are expected to be in attendance every day 
school is in session.  
 

Attendance Celebration 
We will celebrate students and classrooms with outstanding attendance. We will earn extra recess for school-wide 
excellent attendance. Please note that a full school day is when a student arrives by 7:55am, stays the entire day, and 
leaves at 3:00pm. 
 

Absences 

The principal will determine whether an absence is excused or unexcused, based upon state, district and building 
policies and the information received from the parents or guardians. Absences must be phoned in, (303) 428-1721, or 
excused with a note turned into the front office within 24 hours, or the absence will be treated as unexcused. Notes 
may be written in the parents’ home language. 
 

Excused Absences 

Excused absences are those absences that have been properly excused for reasons shown below. 
● Temporary illness or injury. 
● An absence which is pre-approved by the administrator of the school. Pre-arranged absences may be 

approved for appointments or circumstances which cannot be taken care of outside of school hours. 
● Extended absences due to physical, mental or emotional disabilities. 
● A student who is suspended or expelled. 
● Religious holidays. 

The principal may require acceptable documentation regarding the above exceptions. 
 

Unexcused absences 

Examples of unexcused absences include: 
● Skiing, hunting or other recreational activities not pre-approved. 
● Babysitting. 
● Oversleeping (alarm not going off, forgetting to set the clock, etc.). 
● Leaving during the school day without permission. 

 

Questions and Answers about Attendance 
● What should I do if my child will not be at school? 

○ Please call the office at 303-428-1721 
● When should I keep my child home due to illness? 

○ In general, children should stay home during the contagious part of an illness.  
○ Children with a fever or who are vomiting should stay home for 24 hours after symptoms end.  

● What time is my child considered tardy? 
○ Students may arrive at school at 7:40am at the earliest.  
○ Students who arrive at school after 8:00am are considered tardy.  
○ Please help your child start their day in a successful way by getting them to school on time! 

● What happens when my child is tardy? 
○ Tardy students must report to the office and may be asked to make up missed school time during 

recess periods or after school.  
● What do I do if my child will be absent from school due to a planned family vacation or participation in an 

extracurricular event? 
○ Please see the office assistant prior to the absence to complete a pre-arranged absence form.  
○ If you do not complete a prearranged form, your child’s absence may be unexcused. 
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Student Drop Off and Pick Up 
Thank you for your support in our Hug ‘n’ Go drop-off and pick-up system at Harris Park Elementary. The Hug ‘n’ Go 
system is in place to give parents a safe and convenient way to bring their children to and from school. Please 
remember the importance of driving slowly around the school. Be aware of the crosswalks when driving to and 
from the school. People on duty will be wearing brightly colored vests. Please be kind, respectful, follow the laws of 
the road, and practice safe driving habits when you are around Harris Park Elementary. Parents, we ask that you allow 
your children to walk into their school as the independent learners and leaders we are working to foster.  

For families who drop-off (in the front of the school): 
● Enter the Harris Park parking lot off of 75th Ave 
● Pull into the right Hug ‘n’ Go lane and drive as far forward as safely possible  
● Students should be ready to exit the vehicle on the passenger side only 
● Backpacks / instruments should be ready to unload from the car interior (not in the trunk) 
● A Harris Park staff member or volunteer, wearing an orange vest, will be waiting to help open doors, greet 

your child and direct them to the playground or into the school 
● Please stay in your vehicle; Hug your child  ‘n’ Go 
● Check traffic and pull out into the Drive Thru lane 
● Harris Park staff or volunteers will be at the crosswalk. Please patiently stop for student crossing as directed.  

For families who drop-Off (in the back of the school): 
● Approach Harris Park off of 74th Ave and pull as far forward as possible 
● Do not block the bus lane 
● Hug your child  ‘n’ Go 
● Check traffic and pull out onto 74th Ave 

For families who pick-up (in the front of the school): 
● Enter the Harris Park parking lot off of 75th Ave 
● Pull as far forward in the Hug ‘n’ Go lane as possible, form a line 
● Harris Park staff will escort students to the Hug ‘n’ Go Lane along the front of the school 
● Harris Park staff will help children enter vehicles on the passenger side only 
● Please stay in your vehicle; Buckle ‘n’ Go 
● Check traffic and pull out into the Drive Thru lane 
● Harris Park staff or volunteers will be at the crosswalk. Please patiently stop for student crossing as directed.  

For families who pick-up (in the back of the school): 
● Approach Harris Park off of 74th Ave and pull as far forward as possible 
● Do not block the busses 
● Check traffic and safely pull out onto 74th Ave 
● Harris Park staff or volunteers will be at the crosswalk. Please patiently stop for student crossing as directed.  

Families who walk their child all the way up to school: 
● Park in the neighborhood and walk in 
● Walk your child up to the Hug Zone located outside the front doors, back doors, or the south blacktop for K-2 
● Hug your child and allow them to walk into the school independently  
● If you are walking in to pick your child up, you may pick them up from the Hug Zone 

Please note: 
● We are working hard to develop each student’s personal responsibility and confidence; please allow your 

child to walk into their school as independent learners 
● Teachers will pick-up students from their class lines at 7:55am 
● Students should not be dropped-off before 7:40am 
● Breakfast is free for ALL Harris Park students and is served from 8:00am-8:15am 
● Students riding the bus will be dropped-off and picked-up on 74th Ave 
● Do not park, or leave your vehicle unattended in the Hug ‘n’ Go lane, the Drive Thru lane, or bus areas 
● Treat volunteers and staff with kindness and courtesy. They give their valuable time to help keep our children 

safe and make drop-off and pick-up easier and more efficient for everyone! 
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Thank you for helping us improve the drop-off and pick-up high traffic congestion around the school. Your 
participation in the Hug ‘n’ Go system makes a difference for the safety of our students! 
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